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L’CHAIM IN ISRAEL

Tour the wine route while enjoying

 Biblical and Modern History
Oct 25 – Nov 5, 2014 (12 days total)
$4366.00 per person from Kalispell   (based on double occupancy)
$4036.00 per person from New York  (based on double occupancy)
(Total rate is based on airfare effective Aug 15, 2013 and subject to possible adjustment)
Land only rate $2900.00….rates from other cities available

10 nights superior hotels, breakfast daily, 8 special dinners, 1 lunch

9 days of extensive sightseeing
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Day 1: Saturday Depart USA. You may join the group from Kalispell, meet in New York or make your own arrangements with the airline of your choice. Contact your professional Travel Consultant or the airline of choice for assistance.                                                                                                   
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Day 2: Sunday
Arrive at Ben Gurion International Airport; Tel Aviv, Israel. Meeting and assistance by the Kenes Representative (suggested arrival time by 3 PM). Our guide will be waiting and we’ll transfer to Tel Aviv with the air conditioned luxury mini-bus. Dinner is on your own this evening. Our hotel, the Dan Panorama is located across from the beach front and walkable to fun eateries along the boardwalk.

Day 3: Monday
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Israeli buffet breakfast in the hotel.  Orientation tour of Tel Aviv – drive past the Rabin Square, Mann Auditorium (home of the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra) and Dizengoff Street, know for its “chic” boutiques. We then continue to the Palmach Museum to learn the history of Israel’s modern IDF, Israel Defense Force. From there to Independence Hall and hear the recording of David Ben Gurion proclaiming the State of Israel in 1948. We’ll enjoy a short walking tour of one of the first neighborhoods’ of Tel Aviv – Neve Tzedek, dating back over 100 years. View the Bauhaus architecture that is dominant as we continue along Rothschild Boulevard. This area is known as the “White City” and recently named by UNESCO as a worldwide heritage site.  Later, we will meet and talk with one of the central figures on the Israeli wine scene, Haim Gan, the “Grape Man”. We will have the chance to learn from him all about Israeli wine and its production, as well as taste some of the best wines in Israel.  Dinner this evening is included at a lovely restaurant in Jaffa. We’ll have a chance to put our seminar to use and purchase a few bottles of Israeli wines to accompany the dinner.            Overnight Tel Aviv   (B, D)
Day 4: Tuesday 

[image: image4.emf]Following breakfast, we will continue our touring in Tel Aviv with a visit to the famous Carmel Shouk and see the fresh vegetables, fruits and beautiful spices that arrive daily. On Tuesday there is a special treat as the local artist market is open and we have some time to visit on adjacent Nahalat Binyamin. We depart Tel Aviv. Continuing along the coast, we’ll arrive at the great seaside town of Caesarea. Here we explore the ruins of a massive port city built by Herod 2000 years ago.  ….Continuing north along the coast we arrive in Zichron Ya’acov. Tour the Aaronson House Spy Museum. Zichron, center of Israel’s wine industry, was established over 100 years ago under the auspices of the Rothschild family. Stroll on Ha Meyasdim and enjoy lunch at one of the many cafes. Dinner tonight at the Amphorae Winery outside of Haifa.                             Overnight Dan Panorama Hotel Haifa   (B, D)
Day 5: Wednesday                                                                             
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Prior to departing Haifa, we will stop near the top of Mt. Carmel for a picturesque view of the Bahai Shrine and Gardens. Our journey now is southwest as we drive to Moshav Tzippori. We’ll see the beautiful mosaic that date back almost 2000 years. Tzippori is thought to be the possible birthplace of Mary, and location of the Sanhedrin, Jewish court. Our next stop is the unique family owned Rimonim winery – where after growing pomegranates for juice years, they have now been cultivated for wine and cosmetics. We’ll enjoy a tasting of their latest wines.  We depart the Kibbutz and travel to S’fat, 16th century birthplace of the mystical "Kabala" movement. Walk the cobbled streets, visiting the 500 year old synagogues and galleries in the quaint Artists' Colony. Visit the candle factory and be sure to purchase some of the beautiful S’fat candles. We will check into the charming Rimonim Hotel here in S’fat, built in an ancient building dating back to the 17th century for the next 2 nights.  Dinner tonight will be at a charming restaurant in Rosh Pina              (B, D)
Day 6: Thursday
Start our day with an exciting ride through the rugged hills of the Golan Heights. Stop at a former Syrian fortification to view the Hula Valley below. Once a swamp land, drained by original Israeli pioneers and now holding the beautiful Hula Lake, one of the largest bird migration centers in the entire world. Continue to Katzrin, the capital of the Golan. We stop at the Golan winery cooperative and learn about the ideal conditions of this area to cultivate the grapes & olives. We will have an opportunity to taste the well-regarded wines coming from the Golan region. Continue touring the Golan Heights ascend Har Ben Tal for a view beyond the border into Syria. Stop at Kibbutz Naot’s factory store for the famous sandals. On to the Adir winery, a small boutique award winning winery producing Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot blends. We will also enjoy a visit to the cheese factory and do a wine pairing with their famous goat cheese.  We wind our way back to hotel, change for dinner and proceed to the award winning Moskat restaurant at Mitzpe Hayamim.                                                                              (B, D)

DAY 7: Friday
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Depart S’fat traveling south around the Sea of Galilee to Kibbutz Degania. Here we find a charming chocolate factory where we stop to learn how the imported beans are processed. We have a hand at making our own chocolates before we continue to Bet She’an where we stop to view one of the largest and most impressive archeological sights in the entire Middle East.  We’ll tour the Scythe city and learn about the Greek and Roman influence in this area from almost 2000 years ago.  Drive through the Jordan Valley first noting how the rich greenery of Samaria and how it changes to the desert of Judea. View the fence separating and protecting Israel from the Palestinian territory.  We’ll pass Jericho in the distance, the oldest city in the world and then approach Jerusalem from the west. Check into our hotel, the Dan Boutique, clean up for Shabbat dinner and then walk to the old city where we’ll be met by home hosts and in small groups enjoy Shabbat dinner in the homes of local residents.                                                                                        (B, D)

DAY 8: Saturday 
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Drive through the wilderness of the Judean Desert to the lowest spot on earth, the Dead Sea. Travel along the shoreline and arrive at Masada, the mountain fortress where the Jewish Zealots fought against mighty Rome 2000 years ago. We ride the cable car to the top and tour Herod's Palace, the Synagogue and Bathhouse.  We’ll continue to a Dead Sea Spa along the shore line and enjoy lunch and an opportunity to “float” in the salt-mineral water.  We will allow some free time this afternoon to have a spa service. (You will be able to advance reserve this and pay on your own). On to Qumran, discovery site of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Here we will tour and learn more about their discovery over 65 years ago. Return to Jerusalem. This evening, you might wish to participate in an optional Sound & Light Show at the David Citadel.                                                                                 (B, L)

DAY 9: Sunday
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Begin this morning with a drive to Mount of Olives for the panoramic view of Jerusalem. Our guide will point out the highlights and then we proceed with a full day to the Old City entering through one of the many gates leading into the Jewish Quarter and Moslem Shouk. Walk along the Cardo, the colonnaded main street of Byzantine Jerusalem. Learn the history of 3000 years of Jewish presence in Jerusalem and the region.  Arrive at the Southern Wall Excavations and Kotel Western Wall. We descend into Rabbinical Tunnel walking adjacent to the lowest level of the Temple Mount. Enjoy the multi-media production giving a colorful overview of Jerusalem's history. Shopping time and a lunch break in the Jewish Quarter and Arab Bazaar. On to the City of David to visit the Gihom Spring and walk through the ancient Hezekiah tunnels carved from the stone almost 3000 years ago to store water in emergency cisterns.  Return to the hotel; proceed to a Judean Hills Winery for a tour and dinner.                      (B, D)         
DAY 10:  Monday
This morning we begin at Mount Herzl; pay respect to Israel's military heroes as well as Prime Ministers Golda Meir and Yitzhak Rabin. Continue to Yad Vashem; memorial to the 6 Million. We visit the unforgettable Museum and Children's Pavilion. Drive via the Supreme Court Building and the Knesset (Parliament) to the Israel Museum to visit the Shrine of the Book, home of the Dead Sea Scrolls. See the Scale Model of Jerusalem, showing the city during the Herodian period (Second Temple). Visit the Machane Yehuda market. You may work your way back to the hotel on your own today or take the bus. There are lots of fun shops along the way. We’ll provide you with a list of wonderful restaurants and dinner is on your own.     (B)
DAY 11: Tuesday

This morning we begin with stops at the Garden of Gethsemane and the Garden Tomb. We have time to learn about Jesus presence in the land and a few moments for personal reflection. Then to Hadassah Hospital. See the Chagall Windows and possibly experience a private tour through the Center for Emergency Medicine or the Bloomberg Mother and Child Pavilion. We might see 1 or 2 of the famous Hadassah Clown Nurses. Be sure to have a few small stuffed animals with you to leave as gifts for the kids. We continue south of Jerusalem to Gush Etzion. We’ll visit the museum and learn the poignant history of the Gush Etzion Kibbutz dating from the 1920’s.  Return to Jerusalem. Drive to Villa Wilhelma for tour and wine tasting at one of the newer and “on the world map” wineries. Dinner at the Villa                                                   (B, D)       
DAY 12: Wednesday

Jerusalem at leisure today. Feel free to return to some of the places that you have already visited, or explore some new points of interest. You might choose an optional tour to Bethlehem or head to the chic Mamilla Ave to shop, the Shouk in the Old City or the Ben Yehuda Pedestrian Mall for other local crafts and souvenirs. Check out of the hotel by noon and store your luggage. Return to the hotel by 5 PM. We’ll board our bus and proceed to a charming Arab Village for a traditional Middle Eastern meal of Hummus, Pita, Falafel and the many delicious and fresh salads prepared daily. On to the airport where we’ll board our flights and return to the USA                                                                                                         (B, D)    
FOR MORE INFORMATION  and REGISTRATION
Barbara Jenkins:   406 212-8575   davnbarb@centurytel.net
Laura Green:    801-944-5200    info@tourisraelnow.com
